GENERAL EDUCATION UPPER DIVISION COURSE PROPOSAL

EXPANDED COURSE OUTLINE

INTERDISCIPLINARY SYNTHESIS COURSE

AREA C4:  HUMANITIES

AREA D4: SOCIAL SCIENCES

ANT 405 Anthropology of Gender

I.
Catalog Description

ANT 405  Anthropology of Gender (4)  Interdisciplinary cross-cultural examination of gender.  Includes anthropology of men and women; role and status; culture and personality; expression and behavior; past and future trends in relationships.  Student research and presentations.  4 hours seminar.  Pre-requisites: Lower division GE Areas A, two courses from C, and two courses from D.

II. Required Background or Experience

Lower division GE Areas A, two courses from C, and two courses from D.

III.       Expected Outcomes
This course synthesizes the humanistic and social scientific perspectives on gender cross-culturally.  It draws from history, ethnography, literature, psychology, critical theory, and other fields.  It takes into consideration both expressions of men’s and women’s own points of view in different cultures, as well as studies carried out by outsiders.  Thus, students grow in appreciation of diverse forms of experience and expression and in analytical reasoning ability.

Students will:

1)
Build a new perspective on the varied contributions of women and men of different social groups in different cultures around the world and through history, whether in the arts, social movements, public action, domestic maintenance, or invention and production,

2)
Analyze and question the continuity between traditional/historical and contemporary patterns of role and status for the sexes/genders, for groups based on sexual orientation, and for life cycle categories such as age groups,

3)
Evaluate the gender-related problems of minority groups in various cultures, their individual problems of accommodation to norms established by dominant groups, and the political and cultural processes that produce change, 

4) Critique the nature- (biology-)based and environment-based arguments surrounding the issues of sexuality, relationship dynamics, dominance (aggression) and hierarchy, taboo behavior, reproduction, and child-rearing norms related to gender,

5)  Critically assess artistic, periodical and popular materials on sex and gender.

Students will also:

6)  Integrate and evaluate both humanistic and social scientific approaches to the understanding of human society and culture, through the lens of gender, and

7)  Synthesize factual and interpretive material from lower division general education courses, and propose solutions to problematical issues.

IV. Text and Readings

Students will read the text(s), case studies, short stories, and other materials placed on the course web site in common.  They will read a literary work, additional scholarly book(s), and Internet materials outside of class individually.

Texts (many possibilities exist)


Brettell, Caroline B. and Carolyn F. Sargent, eds., Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall (3rd ed.), 2001.


Spade, Joan Z. and Catherine G. Valentine, eds., The Kaleidoscope of Gender.  Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2004.

Additional choices:


Ashton-Jones, Evelyn, Gary A. Olson, and Merry G. Perry, eds., The Gender Reader, 2nd ed.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2000.


Bonvillain, Nancy, Women and Men, Cultural Constructs of Gender.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall (3rd ed.), 2001.

Supplementary Readings (partial bibliography)

Historical Framework

Aries, Philippe  Centuries of Childhood A Social History of Family Life, trans. Robert

Baldick  NY: Vintage  1962.

Donzelot, Jacques  The Policing of Families, trans. Robert Hurley  NY: Pantheon  1979

Fox, Robin  Kinship and Marriage  Cambridge: CUP 1967

Walker, Alice, Possessing the Secret of Joy.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992.

Cultural Variation

Fujimura-Fanselow, Kumiko and Atsuko Kameda, eds., Japanese Women.  New York: City University, 1994.

Kimmel, Michael S. and Michael A. Messner, eds., Men’s Lives.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2001.

Moore, Henrietta L., A Passion for Difference, Essays in Anthropology and Gender.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994.

Senior, Olive, Working Miracles: Women's Lives in the English-speaking Caribbean.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1992.

Tucker, Judith E., ed., Arab Women, Old Boundaries, New Frontiers.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993.

Ward, Martha  A World Full of Women  Boston: Longman  2003

Kinship, Marriage, and Reproduction

Levi-Strauss, Claude  The Elementary Structures of Kinship, trans. James Harle Bell et

al.  Boston: Beacon  1967 (1947)

Merrick, Janna C. and Robert H. Blank, eds., The Politics of Pregnancy.  Binghamton: The Haworth Press, 1994.

Stone, Linda  Kinship and Gender  Boulder: Westview  2000

Sexuality

Freud, Sigmund, Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality.  New York: Basic Books, 1962.

Roscoe, Will, The Zuni Man-Woman. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991.

Schulman, Sarah, My American History: Lesbian and Gay Life during the Reagan/Bush Years. New York: Routledge, 1994.

Sedgwick, Eve Koslofsky, Epistemology of the Closet.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992.

Suggs, David N. and Andrew W. Miracle, Culture and Human Sexuality. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1993.

Warner, Michael, ed., Fear of a Queer Planet, Queer Politics and Social Theory.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993.

Philosophy and Politics of Gender

Firestone, Shulamith, The Dialectic of Sex.  The Case for Feminist Revolution.  New York: Morrow, 1970.

Minh-ha, Trinh T., Woman, Native, Other.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989.

Shrage, Laurie, Moral Dilemmas of Feminism.  New York: Routledge, 1994.

Spiegel, Fredelle Zaiman, Women's Wages, Women's Worth: Politics, Religion, and Equity. New York: Continuum, 1994.

Tobach, Ethel and Betty Rosoff, eds., Challenging Racism and Sexism, Alternatives to Genetic Explanations.  New York: City University, 1994.

Book Report Suggestions

Brink, Andre, The Wall of the Plague.  London: Flamingo, 1984.

Burgos-Debray, Elisabeth, ed., I, Ribogerta Menchu, an Indian Woman in Guatemala, trans. Ann Wright.  New York: Verso, 1983.

Deng, Francis Mading, Cry of the Owl.  New York: Lillian Barber Press, 1989.

Doyle, Roddy, The Woman Who Walked into Doors.  New York: Viking, 1996.

Emecheta, Buchi, The Bride Price.  New York: George Braziller, 1976.

Feinberg, Leslie, Stone Butch Blues.  Ithaca: Firebrand Books, 1993.

Fielding, Henry, Tom Jones.  New York: Modern Library, 1950 (many eds.), orig. 1749.

Masson, Jeffrey Moussaieff, Lost Prince.  The Unsolved Mystery of Kaspar Hauser.  New York: Free Press, 1996

Mead, Margaret, Blackberry Winter.  My Earlier Years.  New York: William & Morrow, 1972.

Mehta, Ved, Mamaji.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1979.

Piercy, Marge, He, She and It.  New York: Fawcett Crest, 1991.

Schwarz-Bart, Andre, A Woman Named Solitude.  New York: Atheneum, 1973.

Shostak, Marjorie, Nisa, the Life and Words of a !Kung Woman.  New York: Vintage Books, 1981.

Soueif, Ahdaf, The Map of Love.  New York: Anchor, 2000.

Many literary works exist that address gender issues in illuminating ways from multicultural perspectives.  Most are suitable for this assignment.  Students are expected to choose novels, biographies, autobiographies, poetry, or other works that are by or about men and women in other cultures than their own.

Video and Internet resources are readily available to supplement readings and class discussion.

V. Minimum Student Materials

 Students will need access to email and the internet for assignments.
VI. Minimum College Facilities

“Smart classroom”.

VII. Course Outline


1.
Theme:  An Evolutionary Perspective on Gender.
Some topics:



Mammals, primates, and humans.



Sexual dimorphism.



Mating and reproduction.



Status and sex.



Socialization of offspring.

Student Learning Goal:  Review biological and evolutionary context.

2.        Theme:  Gender, Sex, Sexuality, Reproduction.
 Some topics:

Is anatomy destiny?



Normativeness and deviance: labelling theory.



Cross-cultural variation.



The concepts of role, status, relative rights.

Student Learning Goal:  Critique the language, terminology, meanings, and functions.

3.
Theme:  Women and Men in Small-Scale Societies.
  Some topics:



Case studies:
!Kung foragers.

  





Maasai pastoralists.





Yanomami horticulturalists.

Student Learning Goal:  Synthesize historical and cultural factors and variations through research and literature review.

4.  
Theme:  Agricultural Nations.


Some topics:



Case studies:
the Navajo and Mojave





Oman.





Nepal.

Student Learning Goal:  Relate civilization to environmental and economic factors.


5.  
Theme:  Complex Society and Divided Gender.
  Some topics:



Case studies:
the hijras of India.








West African societies.







Contemporary United States.



Philosophy and writing of otherness.

Student Learning Goal:  Expand vision of modern cross-cultural experience.  


6.  
Theme:  The Cultural Construction of Personhood and Identity.  Topics:



Socialization patterns across cultures.





Ritual and religious ideology.







The public/domestic division.



Culture and personality.



Adulthood rites.



Symbolic biological events; puberty, menopause.

Student Learning Goal:  Compare and contrast longitudinal (life cycle) and ritual data across cultures.  Explore the artistic contributions of women and men.

7.      Theme:  Marriage, Parenthood, and Other Contracts.  
Some topics:



Differential rights and obligations of men and women.



Reproductive politics.



Community, church, and family authority.

Student Learning Goal:  Frame gender and sex in legal, ritual and political perspectives.


8. 
Theme:  Communication, Gender, and Sex.

Some topics:




Women's and men's language and art.



Obscenity and pornography.



Non-linguistic signification, e.g., veiling, eating customs.



Homosexuality, transgender phenomena, sexual behavior.

Student Learning Goal:  Analyze interactional and social data.

9.  
Theme:  Colonialism and Development.

Some topics:



Case studies:
the Middle East





Thailand and other Asian nations.



Eco-feminism.



Modern political movements.

Student Learning Goal:  Relate gender theory and activism to other post-modern theory and social movements.


10. 
Theme:  Inequality.
 



Some topics:

Gender and nature.

Gender and hierarchy.



The archeological record: ancient society.


Patterns of work, opportunity, the distribution of resources. Privileged persons and classes.

Student Learning Goal:  Prepare for social transformation.  What does it mean to me?

VIII.
Instructional Methods

The course consists of:


1.
Lecture/discussion/student presentation of theoretical background, case studies, readings.


2.
Use of films, slides, web-based materials, etc., to supplement readings.


3.
In- and outside-class writing projects for discussion.


4.
Research outside class, resulting in term paper and book report.


5.
Small group discussion and research.


6.
Compilation of a comprehensive reference notebook.


7.
Maintaining a journal.

Students will maintain a log or journal, in which they record observations and conclusions, attempting to integrate ideas from the course into their own analysis of their social world.  Peer comment will be utilized where appropriate.  They will also use the log to enter bibliographic references they encounter during the research process, to check with the professor.  Students will do two projects, which may be in the form of written reports or multimedia presentations: a critical review and summary of a book by an international literary figure whose subject matter is pertinent to the gender analysis we have engaged, and a research paper addressing a cross-cultural gender issue, whether from a social scientific or philosophical perspective.  Students are expected to demonstrate in class discussion and writing exercises (whether in person or on-line) a command of the conceptual material and an independence from ethno- or gender-centric ideas about men and women.

Evaluation



Log . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20%



Book report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30%



Research project . . . . . . . . . .  30%



Discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20%






100%

IX.
Outcomes Assessment


A.  Grading of Student Performance and Assessing Educational Outcomes

This is a research-intensive course requiring extensive reading and possibly fieldwork, assigned both individually and collectively.  Most assignments will be peer-evaluated as well as graded by the instructor.  Progress toward goals of clarity of expression and grasp of principles will be monitored through pre- and post-tests and informal question/answer discussions.  The major formal evaluation consists of:


1.
Literary report.


2.
Class participation, including oral discussion, presentation, writing.


3.
Term paper and notebook comprise 1/2 of final grade.

B. Assessment of Learning Outcomes

Students will assemble a portfolio throughout the course, comprised of their writings, book notes, and any media presentations.  Specifically, the students’ learning outcomes can be assessed as follows.

Outcome 1.  Growth of a new perspective on relative contributions can be measured in a class discussion format, essay test, or student presentation.  Since there will be an initial baseline assessment, regular discussion can easily establish bench points to achievement of open-minded, culturally relativistic, critical appreciation.

Outcome 2.  Quizzes at first will assess knowledge; as the course proceeds, students will analyze and interrogate the gender-related patterns of history and ethnography.  They will then be asked to apply these insights to contemporary situations.

Outcome 3.  The student log or journal will be focused on evolution of acuity of observation and sensitivity to gender-related problems of minority groups in various cultures, awareness of privilege and change in social groups.

Outcome 4.  The critique the nature- (biology-)based and environment-based arguments will be assessed through oral presentation and debate and class discussion.

Outcome 5.  Critical assessment of artistic, periodical and popular materials on sex and gender will be an important part of their report format.

Outcome 6.  Evidence that students can integrate and evaluate both humanistic and social scientific approaches to the understanding of gender in human society and culture will be sought in their projects, which ideally will display higher-order communicative, interpretive, critical thinking, and cross-modal skills and knowledge.

Outcome 7.  Students will be posed specific discussion points, calling on them to synthesize factual and interpretive material from lower division general education courses, and propose solutions to problematical issues.

To establish a baseline on all of these outcomes, we will administer a pre-assessment at the beginning of the class.  To track progress, benchmarks can be established through the monitoring process described above.

Submitted by:  Dorothy D. Wills



   Terence G. Young
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