University of California, Los Angeles
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies 187

Race, Class, Ability and Transgender Rights

Fall 2007

Wednesday 12-2:50pm

Public Affairs 2325

Instructor:

Dean Spade

spade@law.ucla.edu
Office 2381B, Public Affairs

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10-12 or by appointment

Phone: 310.267.4728

Required Texts
The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-Profit Industrial Complex, ed. Incite! Women of Color Against Violence (South End Press, 2007) (hereinafter “RWNBF”).

The Transgender Studies Reader, eds. Whittle and Stryker (Routledge, 2006) (hereinafter “TSR”).

All other readings will be provided as PDF files on the course webpage or as handouts in class.

Course Website

http://ecampusce.humnet.ucla.edu/
Course Requirements and Grading

Attendance and Participation.  You are expected to attend all sessions of the class.  Attendance and participation count for 15% of the final grade.  If you have to miss a session you must email me with as much notice as possible and discuss options for making up what has been missed.

Response Papers.  Every student will be required to sign up for 4 response papers.  These papers are two pages, and include a brief discussion and response to the readings for the week.  The papers must be turned in by 1pm on the Tuesday before class.  No late papers will be accepted and you will get a 0 for the assignment if it is not turned in.  On the first day of class students will sign up for the 4 weeks that they will be responsible for turning in response papers.  Response papers count for 35% of the grade.  They should demonstrate a thorough reading of the materials and careful thinking about how the readings relate to one another and/or to other materials and discussions the class has engaged.

Final Paper/Project.  A final paper 7-10 pages in length will be assigned.  Students will have a choice of several topics provided or can create their own in consultation with me.  Papers are due December 10.  No extensions will be granted.  If you have a different project idea you would like to work on for credit in this course rather than the paper, you can discuss the options with me before November 17.  The final paper/project counts for 50% of your grade.
Schedule (subject to change) 

October 3

First Class, no reading but we will meet for the full class period.

October 10

Janice Raymond, “Sappho by Surgery: The Transsexually Constructed Lesbian Feminist,” TSR p. 131

Sandy Stone, “The Empire Strikes Back: A Posttranssexual Manifesto,” TSR 221

Emi Koyama, “Whose Feminism Is It Anyway: The Unspoken Racism of the Trans Inclusion Debate,” TSR p. 699

October 17

Chela Sandoval, “Methodologies of the Oppressed” excerpt (PDF on Course Website)
Kimberly Crenshaw, Mapping the Margins:  Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of  Color, in Critical Race Theory: Key Writings That Formed the Movement (1995) (PDF on Course Website)
Roderick A. Ferguson, Aberrations in Black: Toward a Queer of Color Critique, Pages 1-29 (PDF on Course Website)
October 24 
No Class, Possibly Optional Film Viewing
October 31

Class held in Royce 314
Guest Speakers, Filmmakers Chris Vargas and Eric Stanley

Readings: “Anti-Colonial Responses to Gender Violence” from Conquest by Andrea Smith
November 7

Eli Clare, Exile and Pride excerpt (PDF on Course Website)
Doe v. Bell (PDF on Course Website)
Dwight B. Billings and Thomas Urban, The Socio-Medical Construction of Transsexualism: An Interpretation and Critique, 29 Social Problems 266, 276 (1982) (PDF on Course Website)
Nick Gorton, Toward a Resolution of GID, the Model of Disease, and the Transgender Community, available at http://www.makezine.org/giddisease.htm
Optional Reading: 

Adrienne L. Hiegel, “Sexual Exclusions: The Americans with Disabilities Act as a Moral Code,” 94 Colum. L. Rev. 1451 (1994) (PDF on Course Website)
November 14

Angela Harris, “From Stonewall to the Suburbs?” (PDF on Course Website)
Alex Lee, Nowhere to Go But Out: The Collision between Transgender and Gender-Variant Prisoners and the Gender Binary in America’s Prisons available at http://spr.org/pdf/NowhereToGoButOut.pdf
Testimony from the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission Hearings 2005 (PDF on Course Website)
Sample prison policies regarding transgender inmates (PDF on Course Website)

November 21
Sarah Lamble, Transgender Day of Remembrance Article (PDF on Course Website)
Instead of Prisons: A Handbook for Abolitionists (excerpts) (PDF on Course Website)
Please review the materials found here: http://www.hrc.org/issues/hate_crimes/5895.htm

Bassichis, et al, “Homonormativity” Article (PDF on Course Website)
Optional Reading:

Farmer v. Brennan, 511 U.S. 825 (1994) (PDF on Course Website)
Lucrecia v. Samples, 1995 WL 630016 (N.D. Cal. Oct. 16, 1995) (PDF on Course Website)
Powell v. Schriver, 175 F.3d 107, 115 (2d Cir. 1999) (PDF on Course Website)
November 28

Miami Workers’ Center, Four Pillars of Social Justice Infrastructure (PDF on Course Website)

Andrea Smith, “Introduction: The Revolution Will Not Be Funded” in RWNBF

Dylan Rodriguez, “The Political Logic of the Non-Profit Industrial Complex” in RWNBF

Ruth Wilson Gilmore, “In the Shadow of the Shadow State” in RWNBF
December 5
TBA
