WSDB: 498U/2 Transsexual and Transgender Cultural Production

Fall 2004
Trish Salah, Course Director  (trishsalah@yahoo.ca)

Thursdays 14:45-17:00

Rm: MU-101

Office Hours:

Thursdays 12:00-14:00

(or by appointment)

Course Description:
What is meant by Transsexual and Transgender Cultural Production? Drawing upon materialist, feminist, Foucauldian and psychoanalytic schools of thought this course will begin by attempting an understanding of culture as the expressive praxis of meaning making, social contest and economic organization and as entailing materializations of hegemonic, bureaucratic and well as unconscious imperatives. Looking to the practices of transsexual, transgender and genderqueer artists and communities this course will be an inquiry into the ways in which trans individuals and communities make culture and meaning as well as make ourselves within cultures that are predicated upon our erasure, exclusion, fetishization and containment. We will explore the ways trans people and communities invent and invest in strategies of resistance to, interference with, and assimilation to straight and queer dominant cultures, and the conditions of possibility (institutional, economic, historical, imaginative, ideological) which underwrite those strategies. We will also consider the way in which culturally dominant fantasies and representations of trans people inform or impinge upon trans self-representation.

Required Texts:
WDSB: 498U/2 Course Kit of photocopied readings 

Edwards, Kari. Iduna. Oakland: O-Books, 2003

Pollock, Rachel. Golden Vanity. New York: Berkley Books, 1980.

Stephans, Nathalie. All Boy. Calgary: HousePress, 2001.

Additional print materials will be made available either through the Simone de Beauvoir Reading Room, Webster Library reserves, or in class handouts. There will also be two or three video and film screenings over the course of the term, hosted at the Dragon Root Centre for Gender Advocacy. Dates: TBA

WSDB: 498U/2 Transsexual and Transgender Cultural Production
Weekly Topics and Readings:

(All readings are from the course pack unless marked by an *)

September 9 Introducing TS/TG Cultural Production

Course Introduction: Introduction to Trans Identities & Trans Studies

September 16 Culture, Cultural Production & Cultures of Identity

Required Reading:

Williams, Raymond. entries for “Art,” “Creative,” “Criticism,” “Culture,” “Hegemony,” “Image,” “Industry,” “Institution.” from Keywords Rev. Ed. (NewYork: Oxford UP, 1983), (40-42, 82-93, 144-146,158-159, 164-169)
Adorno, Theodor. “The Schema of Mass Culture,” in The Culture Industry: Selected Essays on Mass Culture. J.M. Bernstein, ed. London: Routledge, 1991. (53-84) 

Namaste, Viviane. “‘A Gang of Trannies:’ Gendered Discourse and Youth Subculture” in Invisible Lives: The Erasure of Transsexual and Transgendered People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (73-92 & notes 286-289)

Recommended Reading: 

McRobbie, Angela. “Different, Youthful, Subjectivities” in the Post Colonial Question: Common Skies, Different Horizons. Iain Chambers and Lidia Curti, eds. London: Routledge, 1996. (30-46)
September 23 Writing Identity: from the Case Study to the Novel (via autobiography)

Required Reading:

Terry, Jennifer. “Theorizing Deviant Historiography.” Differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies. 3.2 (1991) (55-74)

Hall, Radclyffe. The Well of Loneliness. London:Virago, 1996. (7-42, 70-117)

Recommended Reading:

Bland, L. & L. Doan, eds. Sexology Uncensored. Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1998 (73-104) 

September 30 Autobiography and its Uses

Required Reading:

Young-Breuhl, Elizabeth. “Introduction” Subject to Biography. Cambridge: Harvard, 1998 (1-14)

Feinberg. Leslie. Stone Butch Blues. Ithaca: Firebrand Books, 1993. (91-97, 135-153)

Highcrest, Alexandra. At Home on the Stroll. Toronto: Alfred A. Knopf. 1997. (1-79)

Recommended Reading: 

Rubin, Henry. “Reading Like a (Transsexual) Man” in Men Doing Feminism. Tom Digby, ed. New York: Routledge, 1998 (305-324)

October 7 Trans Figures and the Transfiguration of Self 

1st Essay due in class

Required Reading:

Valerio, Max Wolf. “The Joker is Wild” in Anything That Moves . Issue 17, 1998 (32-36)

Pattanaik, Devdutt. The Man Who Was a Woman and Other Queer Tales. New York: Harrington Park Press, 2002. (1-18, 31-38, 95-101)

Prosser, Jay. “Exceptional Locations: Transsexual Travelogues in Reclaiming Genders. Ed. Stephen Whittle and Kate More. London: Cassell. (83-114)
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October 14 Genre Fiction, Stealth & Transgender Transfigured

Required reading:

*Pollock, Rachel. Golden Vanity. New York: Berkley Books, 1980.

Recommended Reading:

* Stone, Sandy. (1991)."‘The Empire Strikes Back:’ A Posttranssexual Manifesto."Body Guards: The Cultural Politics of Gender Ambiguity. ed. Julia Epstein & Kristina Straub. New York: Routledge (on file in the Simone de Beauvoir Institute Reading Room; available at http://www.actlab.utexas.edu/~sandy/empire-strikes-back)

October 21 The Field of Visibility I:  Dilemmas of (Positive) Representation

2nd Essay Thesis Statement & developing paragraph due in class.

Required reading:

Meyerowitz, Joanne. “Sex Change in the Popular Press” GLQ 4:2 (159-187)

Valerio, Max Wolf "Now That You're A White Man..." from This Bridge Called My Home, ed. Gloria Anzaldua and Annalouise Keating. New York: Routledge, 2002. (239-254)

Paisley Currah "Queer Theory, Lesbian and Gay Rights and Transsexual Marriage" from Sexual Identities, Queer Politics, ed. Mark Blasius. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001 (178-199)

Recommended Reading:

Green, Jamison. “Look! No, don’t! The Visibility Dilemma for Transsexual Men.” in Reclaiming Genders. Kate More & Stephan Whittle, eds. London: Cassell, 1999 (117-131) (on file in the Simone de Beauvoir Institute Reading Room)

October 28 The Field of Visibility II: Subversion, Specularity &/or Self-hood? 

Required reading:

Jean Bobby Noble "Seeing Double, Thinking Twice: The Toronto Drag Kings and (Re-) Articulations of Masculinity" and “Picture This: King Photos” in The Drag King Anthology, ed. D. Troika, K. Lebesco and J. Noble. New York: Hamilton Park Press, 2002 (251-263, 311-327)

Prosser, Jay. “Transsexuality in Photography” in Second Skins: the body narratives of transsexuality. New York: Columbia University Press, 1998. (207-235, 258-259)

Chase, Cheryl. “Affronting Reason” in Genderqueer. Eds. J. Nestle, C. Howell, R. Wilchins.Los Angeles: Allyson Books, 2002. (204-220) 

Phillippa, Xanthra. “Don’t Touch Me – I’m Electric TS Epileptic” Gendertrash 3

Recommended Reading:

McRuar, Robert. “As Good as it Gets” in GLQ 9:1-2 (79-105)

November 4 Trans-Gendered Nationalism & Trans National Genders

2nd Essay Outline due in class. 

Required reading: Swedenburg, Ted. “Saida Sultana/Danna International: Transgender Pop and the Polysemiotics of Sex, Nation, and Ethnicity on the Israeli-Egyptian Border” The Musical Quarterly Spring 1997 Vol 81, Number 1 ISSN 0027-4631 (81-108)

Namaste, Viviane. “Gendered Nationalisms and Nationalized Genders: The Use of Metaphor in Mass Culture and US Transsexual Activism” in Invisible Lives: The Erasure of Transsexual and Transgendered People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (93-131 & notes 289-294)

O’Hartigan. Margaret Deirdre. “Our Bodies, Your Lies: The Lesbian Colonization of Transsexualism.” Pamphlet. 1996. On file with Author.
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November 11 Cabaret Culture: the Quebec Context

Guest speaker: Viviane Namaste

Required Reading: TBA

November 18 Cultures under Erasure: TS/TGCountercultural Production
Required Reading:

B. Jeanne. “Interview” in Whore Carnival. Shannon Bell, ed. New York: Semiotext, (137-145)

Rivera, Sylvia. “Queens in Exile: The Forgotten Ones” in Genderqueer. Eds. J. Nestle, C. 

Howell, R. Wilchins. Los Angeles: Allyson Books, 2002. (67-85)

Stryker, Susan. “MtF Transgender Activism in the Tenderloin” GLQ 4:2 (349-372)

*Additional Materials on file in Simone de Beauvoir Institute Reading Room

November 25 Trans Figuration & its discontents: a case for poetics

Required Reading:

*Edwards, Kari. Iduna. Oakland: O-Books, 2003

*Stephans, Nathalie. All Boy. Calgary: HousePress, 2001.

Salah, Trish. “Reading the Book of Suicides,” “Furious: Hate’s Disposition,” “Ghazals for Sharon Cohen” Wanting in Arabic. Toronto: Tsar Books, 2002 (21-24, 80-84)
December 2 Trans Cultural Production Reconsidered

This class will be a review of the course.

2nd Essay due in class.

Criteria for Evaluation:
              

              Due:

20% Attendance, Participation and the Entry Ticket                       (weekly)

10% 1st Essay (1000-1250 words/4-5 double spaced pages)
  Oct. 7

20% In Class Presentation



               TBA

50% 2nd Essay (4000-5000 words/16-20 double spaced pages)

· 10% Thesis statement & supporting paragraph             Oct. 21

· 10%  Detailed Essay Outline (2-3 pages)

  Nov. 4

· 30%  Essay





  Dec. 2

