Transgender Issues
Women’s and Gender Studies 421/521

Winter 2004

Professor Elizabeth Reis            




320 Hendricks

lzreis@darkwing.uoregon.edu
346-5904

office hours: Mondays 11:00-12:00, Thursdays 1:30-2:30 

This lecture and discussion course, designed for advanced undergraduates and graduates, introduces students to the new interdisciplinary field of transgender studies.  Using transgender history, politics, and identity as a lens, the course explores how sexuality and gender have been configured throughout American history.  "Transgender" will be defined broadly, encompassing a range of cross-dressing, gender-bending, and transsexual experiences and identities.  We will consider transgender issues as the products of specific historical, political, and cultural circumstances, and we will explore the various meanings of "gender" embedded in constructions (both scientific and personal) of transsexuality.  Twentieth-century medical advances made sex-change operations an option for many transgendered people; we will look at the development of the medical field and the concomitant redefinition and inscription of "the transsexual."  Finally, we will explore violence against transpeople and the relationship between lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered identity politics.

Reading:
Patrick Califia, Sex Changes: The Politics of Transgenderism (San Francisco: Cleis Press,1997), 2nd edition, 2003

Alice Dreger, Intersex in the Age of Ethics (Hagerstown, Maryland, 1999)

Jennifer Finney Boylan, She’s Not There (New York, 2003)

Joanne Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed: The History of Transsexuality in America (Cambridge, 2002)

Course Requirements and Expectations
Weekly one-page typewritten responses to the readings due each week in class (except weeks 4 and 7).  (20%)  

Two short papers (3-5 pages) will be due in class (weeks 4 and 7)  (20% each) 

Take home final exam due Tuesday, March 16 at 1:00 p.m.  (20%)

Class participation and attendance (10%)

Classroom presentation (10%)

If you are too sick to attend class, I will accept the weekly responses or the short papers a day or two later, but typically I expect you to bring them to class.  Late papers will be docked half a letter grade.  Under no circumstances will I accept papers or responses after the Friday of each week.

Graduate students should consult with me for slight variations on these assignments.

I expect students to attend every class, complete the assigned reading, participate fully in class discussions, and hand each assignment in on time.  In addition, I expect every one of you to respect other students in all of our discussions--both in class and on-line. Some of you may have some anxieties about the specific course content; others may have concerns about transphobia. I have these same concerns.  My goal is to create a hospitable space for you to cultivate your growing understandings of gender issues without fear and to receive respect from me and from the rest of the class.

Attendance: Because this will be a discussion-oriented class and because it meets only once a week, you have to be here to benefit. I cannot recreate the class discussion for you if you have to miss class. Absences (as well as late arrival and leaving early) will affect your final grade. 

Group Presentations: Students will be divided into groups of 4-5.  Each week (except weeks 4 and 7) one group will do extra reading on a particular issue and then teach the rest of the class about that issue.  These presentations should be 30-40 minutes in length and should involve the class in some way.  This can take a variety of formats: small group discussion, large group discussion, interactive exercises, etc.   Each person in the group should have an in-class role, as you will be graded separately.  The issues you will be discussing will be related to that week’s general reading, and so you can expect that the class will be prepared to discuss that material.


Week 1 – January 6
Introduction: Gender, Sex, and Definitions
Film: Outlaw

Read in class: Riki Anne Wilchins, Read My Lips, 33-40 

Week 2 – January 13 

Cross-dressing and Intersexuality in Early America

Patrick Califia, Sex Changes, 120-149.
Kathleen Brown, "'Changed . . . into the Fashion of Man': The Politics of Sexual Difference in a Seventeenth-Century Anglo-American Settlement, in Catherine

Clinton and Michele Gillespie, eds., The Devil's Lane: Sex and Race in the Early South (NY,1997), 39-56. (Blackboard)

Elizabeth Reis, “Hermaphroditic Impostors: Intersexuality in 19thC America,” 

unpublished paper (Blackboard)

**Group presentation:

Will Roscoe, “How I Became a Queen in the Empire of Gender,” 

http://www.geocities.com/westhollywood/stonewall/3044/thirdgender.html
“Native American Sacred Traditions and Western Culture,”

http://www.angelfire.com/on/otherwise/native.html
Week 3 – January 20 

Turn-of-the-Century Sexology and Early Transsexual Autobiographies
Patrick Califia, Sex Changes, 1-51; 149-162

Joanne Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed, 1-97

**Group presentation: Richard Kraft-Ebbing, selections from Psychopathia Sexualis, 386-394; 416-428 (Blackboard)
San Francisco Lesbian and Gay Project, "'She Even Chewed Tobacco': A Pictorial Narrative of Passing Women in America," in Hidden From History (1989), 183-194 (Blackboard)

Week 4 – January 27  (1st paper due)

Trans-identities: Male to Female

Guest lecture: Sheila Coats
Jennifer Boylan, She’s Not There, 3-167

Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed, 98-167

Susan Stryker, "My Words to Victor Frankenstein, Above the Village of Chamounix: Performing Transgender Rage," GLQ 1:3 (Fall, 1994) (online journal)

recommended: http://www.pfc.org.uk/gendrpol/beyapp.htm  Gilbert, Michael A. 1997. "Beyond Appearances: Gendered Rationality And The Transgendered." in Bullough, Bonnie, and Bullough, Vern. 1997. Gender Blending. Buffalo: Prometheus.
Week 5 – February 3   

Trans-identities: Male to Female 

Jennifer Boylan, She’s Not There, 171-300

Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed, 168-254

American Psychiatric Association, selections from Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, IV, Text Revision, http://www.behavenet.com/ (search on the right for Gender Identity Disorder)

** Group presentation:  about the J. Michael Bailey controversy:

http://ai.eecs.umich.edu/people/conway/TS/LynnsReviewOfBaileysBook.html
Week 6 – February 10   

Trans-Identities: Female to Male 

guest lecture: Sunny McHale
Patrick Califia, Sex Changes, 178-195
Judith Halberstam, and C. Jacob Hale, “Butch/FTM Border Wars: A Note on Collaboration,” GLQ, 283-285 (online journal)

Judith Halberstam, "Transgender Butch: Butch/FTM Border Wars and the Masculine

Continuum," in GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies (1998), 287-310 (online journal)
C. Jacob Hale, “Consuming the Living, Dis(re)membering the Dead in the Butch/FTM

Borderlands,” in GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies (1998), 311-348 (online journal)

**Group presentation:  about Gender Identity Disorder:

http://www.transgender.org/tg/gidr/index.html
http://www.spunk.org/texts/pubs/cf/sp000562.txt (article by Susan Stryker)

Week 7 – February 17     (2nd paper due)

Trans-Identities: Female to Male and Controversies within Feminism

Film: “You Don’t Know Dick” or “A Boy Named Sue”
Patrick Califia, Sex Changes, 86-119

Joanne Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed, 255-286

Read these websites about the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival Controversy:

http://eminism.org/michigan/faq-intro.html
http://www.msu.edu/~copela21/mwmf/herstory.htm
Interview with Riki Anne Wilchins: http://www.camptrans.com/archive/1999/stories/interview.html
Week 8 – February 24   

Intersexuality

Film: “Hermaphrodites with Attitude” or “Mani” or “Gender Trouble”

Anne Fausto-Sterling, "The Five Sexes: Why Male and Female are Not Enough," The Sciences (March/April 1993): 20-24 http://www.mtsu.edu/~phollowa/5sexes.html
Dreger, Intersex in the Age of Ethics

**Group presentation: Read through web site: Intersex Society of America
 http://www.isna.org/FAQ.html
Cheryl Chase, "Hermaphrodites with Attitude," in GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies
 (1998), 189-212. (online journal)

Week 9 – March 2  
Medical Ethics and Transsexual Surgery
Bernice Hausman, “Recent Transgender Theory,” Feminist Studies  27: 2 (Summer 2001) 

(go to the library webpage and look up Feminist Studies; click on the one that says EBSCO next to it and then this article is #13.)

James L. Nelson, “The Silence of the Bioethicists: Ethical and Political Aspects of Managing Gender Dysphoria,” in GLQ (1998), 213-231.   (online journal)

Standards of Care: http://www.symposion.com/ijt/soc_2001/index.htm
** Group presentation: 

Carl Elliot, “A New Way to be Mad,” Atlantic Monthly (December 2000), 

http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/2000/12/elliott.htm
Week 10 – March 9     

Transgender Politics 

Film: "The Transformation"

Patrick Califia, Sex Changes, 221-280

Read through Transgender Law and Policy Institute website: http://www.transgenderlaw.org/
And for more legal issues:

http://www.tsroadmap.com/reality/legalindex.html
** Group presentation: about a transgender legal issue of your choice

Final Exam: due Tuesday, March 16, by 1:00 p.m. in my office, 320 Hendricks.

