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Course Description 
Transgenderism comprises theory and praxis/social activism which challenges the binary categories of male and female, women and men, gay and straight, and interrupts gender  and sex as taken for granted/natural. This course will engage in the analysis and exploration of how gender, sex, sexuality, and sexual orientation interact and intersect to create theories and praxis that defy and liberate these categories by transsexual, transgender, and genderqueer people. 

Through reading texts written by and for transgender people as well as for a general audience , (this course assumes that the narratives of the oppressed have to be listened to and taken seriously) we will attempt an "insider's" understanding. We will also read studies which take a social scientific approach.  Through a variety of texts and a growing collection of films the course will investigate the complexity of being differently gendered in a gender binary world. 

Topics include: Transphobia and feminism, LGB and T (how do these communities fit together?),  violence and discrimination against TG people (cross-culturally and nationally), visual representation of TG people (stereotypes in film and creating authentic images through indie films and documentary photography), diversity among the TG community (older  generations, genderqueer and transsexual, transgender people of color). 




Course Format 
We will take a multimedia approach to Transgenderism making use of documentary, Hollywood, international, and independent films and the Internet for websites, zines, and digital radio. Guest speakers during the semester will be an important part of the course and you are required to attend these talks (click here for schedule of guest speakers). Class time will be spent discussing the readings, guest speakers, viewing films, and collectively examining Internet spaces. Taken together we will develop an approach that seeks to understand the development of the transgender community and Transgenderism as it stands now in the street, in cyberspace, and in the academy. 




Required Books 

GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors). Alyson Publications, 2002. 

Transgender Nation, Gordene Mackenzie. Bowling Green University Press, 1994 

Finding the Real Me: True Tales of Sex and Gender Diversity, T. O' Keefe and K. Fox (Editors). Jossey-Bass, 2003 

Sex Changes: Transgender Politics, Patrick Califia. Cleis Press; 2nd edition, 2003 

Other required reading will be drawn from on-line Transgender websites. 

Required reading will also be on reserve in the library. 




Assignments 

1. Three Reflective Essays (45 % total) 
The reflective essays provide a place for you to write out your responses, thoughts, and curiosities and connect these with the material of the course. I expect these to be well-written and thoughtful essays. Writing which reads as a first draft will be graded accordingly. These are not throwaway assignments to write the night before. Take your time. Take notes during class. Use these notes for the essays. Write and then revise. Take a stand on an aspect that you have strong feelings about. Make a case for it or against it. These essays should be intelligent and lively discussions that illustrate your best thinking on the particular topic you choose. Challenge yourself to think beyond what you already know. Challenge me to think beyond what I know. Be brilliant. (5 pages maximum) 

Essay #1 due: March 3 (15 %) 
Essay #2 due: April 7 (15 %) 
Essay #3 due: May 5 (15 %) 
  

2. Research Project (45 % total): 
 This can take a variety of forms. For example: 

-- Conduct original research focusing on TG issues at the Human Sexuality Collection at Cornell 
-- Develop a plan for raising awareness about TG issues on campus or local high schools and implement part of it 
-- Make a documentary video 
-- Make a photographic exhibit 
-- Write a research paper 

2a. Proposal for your research (10 %) 
Due: March 10 at the beginning of class. 

2b. Oral Presentation of research to the class (5 %) 
(15 - 20 minutes with 5 minutes of Q & A) 
Last day of class 

2c. Write up of your research (30 %) 
Due: Friday, May 21, 5PM. 

3. In-class Discussion & Participation (10%) 
Your participation in the class through discussion of the readings and multimedia components is required. I expect you to refer to the readings and make observations about what you thought and why, and raise any questions that you have and are curious about exploring. Thoughtful discussion based on critical reading is much more important than lots of discussion based on opinion. This component of the grade for the course is based on your capacity to critically discuss the theories, perspectives, controversies, assumptions, and so on presented in the texts and other media.  Participation that is clearly informed by a careful reading of the texts with an eye to exploring and understanding the theories is especially encouraged. My goal is to get you to read, think, understand, and learn about other points of view in a critical manner. In other words, I want you to learn beyond what you already know. 



A Note on Attendance and Written Assignments: 

-- Attendance is required. Only absences for documented illness or emergencies will be excused without penalty. Each absence lowers your final course grade by a grade. For example, say your earned final grade is an A but you have one unexcused  absence, your final grade will be A-. If you have two unexcused absences your final grade will be B+, and so forth. 

-- Assignments are due in class as written in the syllabus. Assignments handed in late will be graded a letter grade lower for every late day, the day they are due will be included as the first day. 

-- All written work must be double-spaced, 12 point font, black ink only. Please spell-check and proofread all your work. 

-- It's fine to hand in written work on recycled paper. 



Links for the Course (a short list, we'll add more as we go along) 

Transgender Law & Policy Institute 
FTM International 
The Sylvia Rivera Law Project 
GenderTalk 
ButchDykeBoy 
GenderPac 
The International Foundation for Gender Education 
National Transgender Library and Archives, U of Michigan at Ann Arbor 
Human Sexuality Collection, Cornell 
American Boyz 
Jamison Green 
Bear Bergman 
Loren Cameron 
Leslie Feinberg 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality 
Harry Benjamin Standards of Care 
Pacific Center for Sex and Society 
Intersex Society of North America 
Gender Education and Advocacy 




Schedule of Readings and Assignments 
  

I. Is Transgenderism Just Another "ism"? 

Week 1. Feb. 4 
Overview of the course and introductions. 

Films: 
Two or Three Things but Nothing for Sure 
Transgender Revolution 

Week 2. Feb. 11 
Reading: 
-- Who are "We"? Where Sexual Orientation Meets Gender Identity, A. H. Devor (copy) 
-- Gender Identity 101: A Transgender Primer, Alexander John Goodrum (copy) 
-- Advocating for Gender Identity, Nancy Nangeroni (copy) 

Finding the Real Me: True Tales of Sex and Gender Diversity, T. O' Keefe and K. Fox (Editors) 
-- Glossary, pp. xviii - xx 

GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors) 
-- Queens in Exile, the Forgotten Ones, Sylvia Rivera 

Film: 
Stonewall 

Week 3. Feb. 18 
Reading: 
Transgender Nation, G. MacKenzie 
-- Chapter 1: Transsexualism in America: A Tremor on the Fault 
-- Chapter 2: Historical Explanations and Rationalizations for Transgenderism 

GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors) 
-- A Certain Kind of Freedom: Power and the Truth of Bodies, pp. 23 - 66 

Film: 
All About My Mother 

Week 4. Feb. 25 
Reading: 
-- Chapter 3: Transsexual Ideology: The Medicalization of Transsexualism and Gender in America 
-- Chapter 4: Images of Transsexuals and Transgenderists in American Popular Culture 
-- Photographs, pp. 140 - 145 
-- Chapter 5: The Gender Movement 
-- Conclusion 

Film: 
Normal 

II. Butch and Trans or TransButch or... back to the Borderlands 

Week 5. March 3 
Essay #1 due 
Reading: 
Transgender Butch: Butch/FTM Border Wars and the Masculine Continuum, Judith Halberstam (copy) 

"Now That You're a White Man", Max Wolf Valerio (copy) 

Finding the Real Me: True Tales of Sex and Gender Diversity, T. O' Keefe and K. Fox (Editors) 
-- Butch: A Work in Progress, Jay Copestake 
-- This Butch Body, Kristen Walker 

GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors) 
-- Story of a Preadolescent Drag King, L. Maurer 

Films: 
Trappings of Transhood 

III. Transgender Politics and the Future of Gender 

Week 6. March 10 
Proposal for Project due 
Reading: 
Sex Changes: Transgender Politics, P. Califia 
-- Preface, A World of Changes 
-- Chapter 1: Transsexual Autobiography: The First Wave 
-- Chapter 3:  The Backlash: Transphobia in Feminism 

Film: 
Georgie Girl 

Week 7. March 17 
Reading: 
Sex Changes: Transgender Politics, P. Califia 
-- Chapter 4: The Berdache Wars and "Passing Women" Follies: Transphobia in Gay Academia 
-- Chapter 5: Contemporary Transsexual Autobiography 

Film: 
Southern Comfort 

Week 8. March 24 -- Spring Break 

Week 9. March 31 
Reading CONTINUED: 
Sex Changes: Transgender Politics, P. Califia 
-- Chapter 4: The Berdache Wars and "Passing Women" Follies: Transphobia in Gay Academia 
-- Chapter 5: Contemporary Transsexual Autobiography 
  

Week 10. April 7 
Essay #2 due 
Reading: 
Sex Changes: Transgender Politics, P. Califia 
-- Chapter 6: The Invisible Gender Outlaws: Partners of Transgender People 
-- Chapter 7: Trashing the Clinic and Burning Down the Beauty Parlor 
-- Chapter 8: The Future of Gender and Transgenderism 

Films: 
No Dumb Questions (Uncle Bill is Becoming a Woman) 
XY: Drag 

Week 11. April 14 
No Class -- Conference 

IV. Autobiographies: Real Me 

Week 12. April 21 
Reading: 

Finding the Real Me: True Tales of Sex and Gender Diversity, T. O' Keefe and K. Fox (Editors), pp. 1 - 97 
-- Paradox is Paradise for Me, Cynthya BrianKate 
-- Lessons of Life, Nero 
-- A Rose in Bloom, April Rose Schneider 
-- A Journey to Androgyny 
-- Bad Hair Days, Rebecca J. Dittman 
-- Robyn's Journey, Robyn Walters 
-- Japan: A Sexually Unique Country, Masae Torai 
-- So, Which One Is the Opposite Sex? Phillip Andrew Bernhardt-House 
-- Being Human, Sarah J. Rutherford 
  

Finding the Real Me: True Tales of Sex and Gender Diversity, T. O' Keefe and K. Fox (Editors), pp. 98 - 187 
-- Peter's Story, Peter Haberle 
-- The Headache Is in Your Head, Tucker Lieberman 
-- Gallae, or Reflections of a Pagan Heart, Laura Anne Seabrook 
-- Time for a Good Transgender Story, Kam Wai Kui 
-- Melanie: My Story, Melanie McMullan 
-- Confessions of a She-Male Merchant Marine, Vera Sepulveda 
-- Dream On, and Don't Wake Up to the Nightmare of Reality, Natalie Murphy 
-- Jack's Story, Jack Powell 
-- Tracy's Story, Tracy Deichman 

Film: 
You Don't Know Dick 
A Boy Named Sue 

V. Autobiographies: Gender Queer Me 

Week 13. April 28 
Reading: 
GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors). pp. 86 - 170 
-- Introductions: Three Voices, pp. 3 - 22 
-- Vision, Aaron Link 
-- Freaks, Aaron Link 
-- Scars, Aaron Link 
-- Scars, Hilda Raz 
-- A Conversation with JT LeRoy 
-- Dutch, Debbie Fraker 
-- Vignettes, Charlotte 
-- Loving Outside Simple Lines, Sonya Bolus 
-- World's Youngest, Mollie Biewald 
-- Packing a Rod, Allen James 
-- Not as if You Felt That Way, Allen James 
-- A Life, Shirle 
-- Liminal, Peggy Munson 
-- Do Your Ears? Peggy Munson 
-- Do It on the Dotted Line, Raven Kaldera 
-- Fading to Pink, Robin Maltz 
-- Passing Realities, Allie Lie 

Film: 
Changing Sexes: Male to Female 

Week 14. May 5 
Essay #3 due 

Reading: 
GenderQueer, Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, Riki Wilchins (editors). pp. 171 - 283 
-- Who Knows What Evil Lurks? Lucas Dzmura 
-- My Woman Poppa, Joan Nestle 
-- A Femme's Diary, Joan Nestle 
-- I Walked Into The Oaks Club, Chino Lee Chung 
-- Transie, Ethan Zimmerman 
-- Two Women, Loree Cook-Daniels 
-- Affronting Reason, Cheryl Chase 
-- A Safe Trip Home, Dawn Dougherty 
-- Would I dare? There, Penis Envy, Toni Amato 
-- Wanting Men, Lionhart 
-- Twenty Passings, Stacey Montgomery 
-- Courage From Necessity, Mr. Barb Greve 
-- Whose Body Is This Anyway?, C. Jacob Hale 
-- Performing Translesbian, Nancy Nangeroni and Gordene MacKenzie 
-- Disorderly Fashion, Wally Baird 
-- Be a Man, Susan Wright 
-- The A Train, Rules, Carrie Davis 
-- Transy House, Rusty Mae Moore 

Film: 
The Salt Mines 
  

Week 15. May 12 
Presentation of course projects to class 
15 - 20 minutes with 5 minutes Q & A 
  

Final Project write-up due Friday, May 21, 5PM in my office. 
  

