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COURSE OVERVIEW:  Human sexuality is often thought of as a realm of experience outside of or unmarked by society.  In contrast, this course introduces students to the myriad ways in which sexual desire and sexual activity are structured by social relations, and to the ways that sexuality, sexual practices, and sexual identities vary in time and space.  Social science theories of sexuality will be considered, and cross-cultural and historical accounts of sexual practices will be reviewed.  Other topics include the historical emergence and elaboration of forms of sexual desire (“sexualities” and categories of sexual orientation), sexual identities, sexual subcultures and communities, sexual scripts, sex panics and the political manipulation of sexuality, the institutional nature of heterosexuality, and the ways in which sexuality as social institution and identity intersects with other major hierarchies of privilege and inequality: race, socio-economic status, and gender.

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

Peiss, Kathy and Robert A. Padgug (eds.) 1989. Passion and Power. Philadelphia: Temple. 

Seidman, Steven. 2003. The Social Construction of Sexuality. New York:  WW Norton.

Coursepack (CP):  Available at Excel, 1117 South University. 

Books are available for purchase at Shaman Drum.  

Books and CP are also available via Library Reserve.

EXPECTATIONS and REQUIREMENTS

PREPARATION and PARTICIPATION:  We expect that you will complete your readings before class, and come to class ready to learn and participate in an informed manner.  The tone and dynamics of our class are in part up to students; discussion proceeds more easily and in more useful fashion - and is more enjoyable -- when students come to class prepared to participate.  Participation is more than simply talking or "being" in class. Excellence in participation is more a matter of quality than quantity.  Informed participation includes making connections between our discussions, readings, and relevant current events; taking an active part in in-class exercises; asking questions about readings and lectures; and not monopolizing the conversation (sometimes good participation means making room for someone else to speak). We do not expect you to speak up at each class meeting, but general patterns of participation will be noted and rewarded accordingly.

CONDUCT and DECORUM:  Class will begin promptly at 10:10am.  Please allow sufficient time to settle in and review your previous lecture notes before class begins.  To ensure an environment conducive to learning, students arriving late for class may be barred entry.  Also, I cannot entertain questions or comments immediately before class, regardless of their brevity.  As in all other classes, you should refrain from activities that are distracting (and rude!) to instructors and other students: 

· Please silence all cell phones and pagers.  Persons whose electronic devices sound off in class will be asked to leave.  

· Do not talk with others during lectures or while others are speaking.

· Express disagreement respectfully and be reflexive about your conduct and opinions.

· No reading, sleeping, or working on other materials during lectures or section.  Students engaged in such activities will be asked to leave.

· Do not pack up your belongings before the end of class, as this makes it difficult for others to hear, think, and concentrate.


GRADING: Grades will be based on summation of student scores on all assigned work, weighted as follows:

a.  2 Exams:  Midterm (25%) and Final (35%)

60%


b.  Section: participation, section writing, attendance
20%


c.  2 Short papers (10% ea)




20%

Details regarding the assignments will be given out in class and posted on our CTools website.

POLICIES

(1) DUE DATES, ABSCENCES, AND LATE WORK:  Assignments and exams are due on the dates scheduled.  Electronic submissions of written work are not accepted.  If you are absent it is your responsibility to keep abreast of course happenings.  If you miss class you are still responsible for all materials covered, schedule changes, and deadlines announced or changed.  It is not our responsibility to provide private tutoring in the event of unexcused absence from lecture or section.  We will not summarize readings, lectures, or discussions over email.  We are, of course, very happy to discuss course materials during office hours!  
Make-up exams and extensions will only be given with a documented, valid excuse.  Car trouble, over-sleeping, traffic court, vacation (including early departure and late return from break), illness without a physician’s excuse, work for other classes, and the like are NOT valid excuses!  That being said, extreme and unforeseen circumstances sometimes arise.  Life happens, after all.  In such cases it is the student’s responsibility to contact us ahead of time – even if that means leaving a phone message.  At the very least you must contact one of us within 24 hours AND provide written documented evidence of an excusable absence (e.g. illness, death in the family) within 48 hours of the absence.  

(A) MAKE-UP EXAMS.  Make-up exams will only be given if an absence is excusable as per LSA and Sociology Dept. guidelines (e.g. illness, hospitalization, death in the family).  To qualify for a make-up exam the student must follow the procedures detailed above under “due dates and late work.”  If you are ill you must seek medical care to qualify for a make-up exam.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact us regarding the date and time of the make-up exam; except in cases of hospitalization, such contact must occur within 24 hours of the missed exam.  When you contact us you must provide a phone number and email address for us to get in touch with you.  

(B) ATHLETES.  Except in the case of play-offs, athletes must provide written documentation of university-approved absence(s) at least three weeks in advance.  It is the athlete’s responsibility to have the athletic department contact me regarding the proctoring of an excused exam.  Such contact must occur at least one week prior to the exam or a make-up may not be granted.  

(C) LATE WORK HAND-IN PROCEDURE.  Late work should be handed directly to your GSI.  If for some reason you are unable to place your work in your GSI’s hands, you must follow the late hand in procedure; if you don’t follow this procedure you may not receive credit for your work!  The alternative to handing your work to your GSI in person is to place your work in GSI’s locked mailbox (not your GSI’s open mail slot!).  However, before placing your work in your GSI’s locked mailbox ask someone in the main office sign it with the date and hand-in time.  If you fail to follow this procedure the date and time we discover your paper will be the date and time of the hand in.  No exceptions.
(2) ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  All work for this course must be your own.  Academic misconduct or dishonesty of any sort will not be tolerated, and will result in an automatic grade of F for the course.  By registering for this class you agree to this policy and accept responsibility for educating yourself regarding UM codes of student conduct.  Academic misconduct includes intentional and inadvertent cheating, plagiarism, and unacceptable collaboration.  Collaboration is unacceptable when a student works with another or others on a project, then submits a written report which is represented explicitly or implicitly as the student’s own work.  Using answers, solutions, or ideas that are the result of collaboration without citing the fact of collaboration is unacceptable.  All students are expressly instructed to do their own, non-collaborative work for this class.  Be advised that professors and GSIs are obliged to report all incidents of academic misconduct to the Dean of Students (which then become part of the student’s permanent academic record).  Please review the LSA Undergraduate Student Serviced Reference Manual: <http://www.lsa.umich.edu/lsa/student_services/manual/student.html>

(3) DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Section work is an essential component of SOC 345.  Section grades will be comprised of participation, written work as assigned by the GSI, and attendance.  Attendance is required at all sections and will be reflected in your overall section grade (which constitutes 20% of your total grade).  Students with more than two unexcused absences will have 10 percentage points deducted from their section grade for each absence.  Absences will only be excused with formal written documentation (see point 1 above).  Written work is due on the date announced, and will be downgraded one-third grade for each day, or portion of a day, that it is late (see point 1 above).  We recognize that not everyone is comfortable talking in a large group.  Nonetheless, the quality of the class is greatly enhanced by your participation; please let us know immediately if there is anything we can do to facilitate your participation or make you more comfortable.  
(4) SPECIAL NEEDS:  Students with documented special needs who require, for example, extra time or other accommodations on examinations, must notify us in writing within the first two weeks of the course so that we can make appropriate arrangements.

(5) GRADING QUESTIONS:  All questions about grades must be addressed to your GSI first.  If you decide to appeal your grade to me, please keep in mind that faculty sometimes have different performance standards than graduate students do.  Accordingly, I reserve the right to either raise or lower the grade as I see fit.

(6) FINAL EXAM:  The final exam is partly cumulative (basic concepts) but focuses on the 2nd half of the course.  The final exam will be given on the date assigned by the University: Wednesday 25 April @ 4 pm.  EARLY FINAL EXAMS WILL NOT BE GRANTED.
(7) EMAIL:  Email is neither promise nor guarantee of 24/7 access to us.  Please do not expect immediate, late night, or early morning responses – especially right before an exam! 
(8) MISC:  If you eat or drink in the classroom, you MUST clean up after yourself and dispose of your trash!  Children are welcome in the classroom provided (a) they are not distracting to other students and (b) course materials that might be overheard are not inappropriate for the child.  

READING SCHEDULE

The schedule of readings may not correspond exactly to the schedule of lectures.  Topics in lecture may vary a bit from week to week depending on the pacing of lectures and the interests of the class.  However, students should keep up with the reading schedule as noted below.  We reserve the right to change the syllabus as needed to fit student needs.  You are responsible for these changes whether or not you are in class when they are announced.  All schedule changes will be posted on CTools.

KEY:  “Text” = Seidman 2003

“PP” = Passion and Power
* = Coursepack reading

CT = reading available as .PDF on the SOC 345 CTools website

READINGS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BEFORE COMING TO LECTURE!!

PART I:  A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH to SEXUALITY
DATE
TOPIC 
READINGS

M 1.8
Introduction, syllabus, etc.
Text “Introduction”

W 1.10
Disrupting presumptions
Text, ch 1 and 3, Maines (CT)

M 1.15
NO CLASS:  MLK DAY

W 1.17
Basic concepts
Schwartz & Rutter (CT), Padgug PP2

M 1.22
Theorizing Sex
Plummer (CT), Epstein (CT)

W 1.24
Social Organization of Desire
Peiss PP4, Garber (CT)

M 1.29
Sex:  Being vs. Doing
Stepp (CT), Denizet-Lewis (CT), Kilgannon (CT)


PART II: The CREATION and DISCOVERY of FORMS of DESIRE

DATE
TOPIC 
READINGS

W 1.31
Heterosexuality
*Trumbach, *Katz




Recommended: Text ch. 4
M 2.5
The homosexual emerges
Text pp. 57-8, Weeks PP5, Chauncey PP6
W 2.7 
Resisting pathology
Text pp. 58-68, *Conrad & Schneider, *Berube

M 2.12
Contemporary Politics
Text pp. 68-73, Seidman et al (CT), *Gamson

W 2.14
Bisexuality
*Rust ‘03, *Udis-Kessler, *Carlton, *Queen 




Recommended: Text, pp. 73-9
M 2.19
Transsexualism
*Meyerowitz, *Green
W 2.21
EXAM #1:  arrive early and bring pencils and erasers


SPRING BREAK

PART III: The INSTITUTION of HETEROSEXUALITY

M 3.5
Thinking straight
*Ingraham



Recommended:  Rich*

W 3.7
Childhood Sexuality
Thorne & Luria (CT), *Martin
M 3.12
(Hetero)Sexual scripts
*Orenstein, *Nestle, *Bordo, *Messner 

W 3.14
Racialization of sexuality
*Frankenberg, *Hill-Collins 

M 3.19 
Playing straight
*Crossett, *Cahn

PART IV: The POLITICAL MANIPULATION of SEX and SEXUALITY
W 3.21
Sexual politics
Text pp. 23-4 and 53-5, *Rubin

M 3.26
Sex panics
Freedman PP11, D’Emilio PP12

W 3.28
Same-sex marriage: pro
Text, ch 9, *Sullivan ’97, *Sullivan ‘95, *Stoddard,




*The Economist, *Wolfson

M 4.2
Same-sex marriage: con
*Walters, *Ettelbrick, *Pollitt, *Wilson, *Goldstein 
W 4.4 
Sex work, 1
Text, “Epilogue” and ch. 9



Recommended: Text ch 7 




FILM:  Live Nude Girls Unite!
M 4.9
Sex work, 2
*Chapkis, *Bernstein 

W 4.11
Sexual “healing”
Levine & Troiden (CT), *Rust ‘96

M 4.16
Sexual liberation?
*Weeks, *Lorde, *Lionhart 

FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday 25 April, 4-6pm in our regular classroom.

NO early final exams will be given!

Be advised that this course includes open, frank, and sometimes explicit discussion of a variety of sexually explicit materials (language and imagery), some of which are controversial and may be thought offensive.  If you do not wish to expose yourself to such materials, please do not take this class.  As with any serious scholarly endeavor, the point of our inquiry is critical understanding -- not advocacy of positions.  No one will be expected to reveal or discuss her/his/hir own sexual experiences.  We do, however, expect you to engage with the materials in a thoughtful manner and to offer insights, questions, and critiques regarding them.  We are free to disagree with each other, even intensely, so long as we do so respectfully.  Please do not interrupt one another (or me), and refrain from talking with others during lectures or while others are speaking.  Ground comments about news events, personal experiences, and the like in course materials.  I expect all of us to be reflexive about our positions and feelings, opening them to the same degree of scrutiny that we apply to others.  If you do not feel that you are up to this task, please reconsider your intention to take the course.





“Sex is one of the nine reasons for reincarnation.  The other eight are unimportant” (Henry Miller).





“There can be no such thing as natural behavior.


Nothing is more essentially transmitted by a social process of learning than sexual behavior” (Marcel Mauss).





“The first problem for all of us, men and women, is not to learn, but to unlearn” (Gloria Steinem).











