Gender Studies 390

Got to be Real! The Dilemma of Sexual Subjectivity

Lane Fenrich 






fenrich@northwestern.edu

Office: 1922 Sheridan





491-7560 or 467-4716

Hours: T 9-11

This is an upper-division course in Gender Studies theorizing the ways sexual embodiment is produced/experienced/performed as something real; that is to say, as something prior to the discursive formations that we call gender.  

How we will proceed:
1.  We will build each session around an Agenda Paper and several Responses.  

· Agenda Papers (2-3 pp.) should identify the major themes, arguments, or problems in the texts assigned for the session and suggest interesting and productive avenues for discussion.  They must be uploaded to the Blackboard Discussion Forum no later than 5 p.m. the day before class is scheduled to meet, at which point seminar members should logon, read, and react to them.  Each seminar member will write one Agenda Paper during the quarter. 
· Two or more seminar members will be responsible for preparing brief (1.5-2 pp.) Responses agreeing or disagreeing with the Agenda-setter or suggesting a different set of questions entirely (in which case they should explain why their questions are more interesting/urgent/relevant than those in the Agenda Paper).  The texts we will be considering are multilayered and sometimes damnably complicated. The Respondent’s role is to tease out some of those layers and suggest ways to enrich the discussion Agenda.  Response Papers are due at the beginning of each class session.  Each seminar members will write two Response papers during the quarter on dates scheduled at the first session.
· Agenda Papers will comprise 20% of the course grade.  Response papers will comprise another 15% each.

2.  Each seminar member will also write a single longer (12-15 pp.) Term Paper on a topic discussed with Fenrich and involving some additional reading.  Term papers will constitute 40% of the course grade
3.  10% of the course grade will be based on participation in discussion.

Texts (available for purchase at Comix Revolution):  

John Colapinto, As Nature Made Him: The Boy Who Was Raised as a Girl
Anne Fausto Sterling, Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality
Susan Stryker and Stephen Whittle, The Transgender Studies Reader.

Texts marked with an asterisk are posted on the Course Blackboard site.

Schedule

3/27
Introduction: Sex, Gender, and Intelligibility
3/29
Discuss  *Butler, Gender Trouble, pp. 128-141 and “Introduction” to Bodies That Matter.
4/3
Discuss Colapinto, As Nature Made Him, 1-141
4/5
Discuss Colapinto, 143-285; Butler, “Doing Justice to Someone” (in Stryker and 

Whittle, Transgender Studies Reader, pp. 183-193)

4/10
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Transgender Studies Reader, Part I, ‘Sex, Gender, 

and Science”


Post one-paragraph description of proposed term paper on Blackboard
4/12
Discuss Fausto-Sterling, Sexing the Body, chs. 1-5, 9
4/17
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Part II, “Feminist Investments”

4/19
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Part III, “Queering Gender”
4/24
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Part IV, “Selves, Identity, and Community”

4/26
Discuss film: TransAmerica
5/1
Discuss film: Paris is Burning 

Post draft thesis paragraph on Blackboard
5/3
Discuss *Judith Butler, “Gender is Burning;” *Bell Hooks, “Is Paris Burning?”
5/8 
Discuss films: Boys Don’t Cry and The Brandon Teena Story
5/10
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Part V “Transgender Masculinities”
5/15
Discuss *Judith Halberstam, Female Masculinities, ch. 5, “Transgender Butch;” *C. 

Jacob Hale, "Leatherdyke Boys and Their Daddies: How to Have Sex Without Women or Men," Social Text (Fall/Winter 1997)

5/17
Discuss Stryker and Whittle, Part VI, “Embodiment: Ethics in Time and Space”

5/22
Discuss materials in “It’s Genetic” folder, Course Docs
5/24
Conclusions 
6/5
Term papers due, 5 p.m., digital dropbox

